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Last Word

What style do you prefer? 
Portraits and life drawings… Life study
is a focus in my sculptures and
paintings. I also love to paint
architectural paintings. Use of colour,
shape, texture and light defines my style
in capturing the personality and
emotions of the subject. I’ve worked
with all traditional and new media but I
predominantly work in watercolours. 

Favourite medium? 
I love the spontaneity of watercolours.
Most of my paintings and portraits are
in this medium [but] I enjoy all
mediums and techniques.

How much time do you
dedicate to it? 
The past 18 years have been a bit
challenging due to full-time work and
family commitments, so I kept art as
more of a hobby. But recently I promised
myself to devote more time and I am
now spending some time almost every
day. I have found my inspiration again,
and it is a journey that will never end.

What are you currently 
working on?
Portrait commissions in watercolour,
figurative sculptures, and expressive
figurative paintings in mixed media.  

What do you love most about it?
From start to finish, working on any art
project is a very satisfying and
therapeutic process for me. What I love
most about being an artist is freedom of
self-expression. There are no limitations,
no boundaries, I feel connected to
nature. Whatever I use, I allow myself 
to create anything I aspire.  

What are some of your
favourite pieces? 
I have done a few pieces over the years
that hold a special place in my heart.
They are watercolours of old buildings
in the Walled City of Lahore in
Pakistan. Some of these no longer exist
and for this reason I feel I have a part of
history that can never be replaced. This
is my home and my art locks in
memories that are priceless. 
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How did you get into art? 
Art and design has always been a part
of my life. I think I was destined to be
an artist, everywhere I went, every
journey, was influenced by this passion.
Around Year 6, I drew my first pencil
sketch, and from then on I found it was
something I kept being guided towards.
I have been painting and sculpting now
for more than 25 years. 

Did you study art? 
My bachelor of arts degree in design
from the National College of Arts,
Pakistan, provided me with a foundation
for art and design. I completed my
postgraduate degree in Master of
Design – Digital Media from the
University of Western Sydney, which
enhanced my knowledge. Studying
design at a university level helped shape
my direction, and exposure to new
media and digital media opened up new
avenues for me. 

Do you participate in any
competitions?
My work has been recognised in various
art awards and more recently my painting
Lil one from Zambia (pictured) was highly
commended in the City of Parramatta Art
Society (CPAS) Foundation Week Open
Arts Awards 2012. 

Do you have a favourite artist?
I admire Michelangelo and Rembrandt,
the Impressionism of 19th century artists,
to the Cubism of Picasso. My inspiration
comes from any subject or object around
me. It could be a person, surroundings,
colour or texture.

Any long-term goals? 
I believe in creativity and flexibility so 
I don’t wish to restrict myself with rigid
goals. I aspire to connect with a wider
audience through my work, to exhibit
efficiently and frequently, collaborate with
fellow artists, and add value to the
community through my artistic
endeavours. 

How do you balance all of your
commitments? 
Admittedly it is challenging to balance
work, family and artistic commitments
but I believe ‘if there’s a will, there’s a
way’. I mostly work on art projects in the
evenings, adhering to a daily routine that
supports my art.

For more information visit
www.shazia.com.au 


